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Sometimes,lt IsJust Plain Market Abuse 
. RonaldCass's rather intemperate ch~ges. plan to create barriers to the entry or pros­

agairist EUantitrUst enforcet Neelie Kroes· perity of new entrants: 
.seem to·me tob far off the mark to golinan: .. Plidng practices that have the effect of
 

. swered ("Cowboy Socialism;" Business Eu- ... forcing bllyers to take. all of their supplies
 
rope, March 6). . .. . . from a dominant firm, and are not justified
 

.. i have studied, taught and written about by the cost structure oftheindllstry, surely 
.. aJititrust enforcement fora halfcenturY and .cannotbenefit consumers in the king run. 

share·ProfessorCass's neivousnessabotit Nor eanthe use of intellectual property 
the wanton~anslonofenforcement author'-. rightsto prevent entry into related markets 
ity. But to leap tothecoriclusicm¢atMs;· to which those rights ~o not apply-a form 
Kroes'Semorcernent activities are aimed at· of tying a competitive product toone in 

.. "highly successful'; fIiinS;that she sees "sus-· wbien there is ]egitiniately earned inonop­
ti:$ied success asa sign of abuse," and that .. oly-,be defended as good; old-fashioned 
she therefore is introducing socialism bythe competitive behavior, 
backdoor cigriores the very difficult problem .. I have no1<nowledgeofthefacts ofthe spe­
that faces all arit:itl1ist enforcement agencies: dfic cases to which NeeIie Kroes's department 

Successful fIrinS might· indeed at tinies has turned its attentions. But it wouldbe poor 
owe their success moreto the unlaWful exer- policyindeedwere she precludedfrominvesti­
ciseof marketpowerthcin to sheeteffFgatmg instancesinwbich competitOrsor cus­
ciency; and especiallyin the high-tech indus-.· .. tomers compJ.am that.a dominant fum is us­
tries it is a difficult task to separate good, ing muscle rather than talent to wlli business. 

. hard competition from· anticompetitiveIrwin M.Stelzer 
bUSiness practices. . . Direct(Jr ofEconomic Policy.8tudies 

.. . Some price cuts result from competition; . Hudson Institute 
and benefit consumers; others are part of a London 


